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We have a catalogue of all the bishops of the provinces of Africa who
came to the conference and were sent into banishment; namely, fifty-four
of the proconsular province, one hundred and twenty-five of Numidia,
one hundred and seven of the province of Byzacena, one hundred and
twenty of the province of Mauritania Csesariensis, forty-four from the
province of Sitifi, five from that of Tripolis, besides ten from Sardinia and
other places; in all, four hundred and sixty-four bishops, of which number
eighty-eight died at Carthage before their departure into exile, forty-six
were banished to Corsica, three hundred and three to other places, and
twenty-eight made their escape. St Eugenius was carried into the un-
inhabited desert country in the province of Tripolis, and committed to the
guard of Antony, an inhuman Arian bishop, who treated him with the
utmost barbarity. The saint added to his sufferings voluntary austerities,
wore a rough hair-shirt, lay on the ground, and passed great part of the
night in prayer and tears. When he was afflicted with a palsy, Antony,
because vinegar was contrary to his distemper, obliged him to drink it in
large quantities. Yet God was pleased to restore his servant to his health.
It is observed by our historian that the Arian bishops were all cruel
persecutors, and went through the cities and provinces filling all places
with scenes of horror, rebaptizing persons by force and violence, scourging,
mangling, torturing, and banishing even women and children. The fifth
book of the history of this persecution is filled with examples. The
apostates signalized themselves above others by the cruelties which they
exercised upon the orthodox, Elpidophorus, one of this number, was
appointed judge at Carthage to condemn the more zealous to be tortured.
Muritta, the deacon who had assisted when he was baptized in the bosom
of the Catholic Church, being brought before him, took with him the
chrismale, or white garment, with which at the time he received the
apostate coming out of the font he had clothed him, as an emblem of that
innocence which he engaged himself to preserve always unspotted; and pro-
ducing it before the whole assembly, he said, " This robe will accuse you when
the judge shall appear in majesty at the last day. It will bear testimony
against you to your condemnation." This relation is gathered from St Victor,
Bishop of Vita, in the province of Byzacena, who, being banished by King
Huneric for the faith in 487, retired to Constantinople, and wrote (probably
in that city) in five books the history of the Vandalic persecution.

St Victor relates that Huneric, the great persecutor of the church,
died miserably, being devoured by worms, in December 484, havbg
reigned almost eight years. Nor was he succeeded, as he had earnestly
desired, by his son Hilderic, but by Gontamund, a nephew, whom the
maturity of his age rendered better able to bear the burden of the state.
This prince, in the year 488, which was the fourth of his reign, recalled
St Eugenius to Carthage and, at his request, opened the churches of the